
BIRCHINGTON CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
SAFE IN GOD’S LOVE

May 2026
Dear Year 5 Parents and Carers,
Kent Test

The process of you applying for a Secondary School place in September 2027 starts this summer if you are considering your child sitting the Kent Test and wish to apply to Grammar schools.
This year’s Kent Test is due to take place on Thursday 10th September 2026.  
The Kent Test takes one whole day to administer.  It consists of three tests in the morning (Maths, English and then Reasoning) which take about 2½ hours in total to complete. There is then a 50-minute writing task in the afternoon.

How to Register

Registration for the Kent Test:

Opens on Monday 1st June 2026; and

Closes on Wednesday 1st July 2026 at midnight.
You are able to register your child for the Kent Test online and you will find the registration form at www.kent.gov.uk/kenttest. The online registration process is a two-step process.

Step 1:
You create an account – you are then sent an email with further instructions.
Step 2:
You then register your child’s details and that you wish to register for the Kent Test – you are then sent email confirmation that your child is registered.

You MUST complete both steps, and will have been sent two emails, in order for your child to be registered for the Kent Test.

Should I register my child?
Although the decision regarding whether your child takes the test is entirely yours, we are here to help and support you at what can be a difficult time.

You will receive an email, by the end of Term 5, with your child’s CAT scores which may help you make this decision. If you would like to discuss the CAT scores, please do contact your child’s class teacher.
5E – Miss Edmunds – megan.edmunds@birchington.kent.sch.uk

5U – Mrs Upton - sharmila.upton@birchington.kent.sch.uk

Please note: It is solely the parent/carer’s responsibility to register their child for the Kent Test. If you do not register your child in the specified time (closing date is midnight on Wednesday 1st July 2026) they will not be able to sit the Kent Test. 

The school gets informed of which of our Year 5 children have been registered a few days after the deadline.

However, you can register for the Kent Test and then decide to withdraw at a later date if you wish to, up to and including the morning of the Kent Test.
If you do not have access to the internet, please speak to a member of the office team and we can make alternative arrangements for you.

Special Arrangements

If you wish to register for the Kent Test and you believe your child may be entitled to any sort of ‘special arrangement’ due to a specific SEND or medical need (for example, additional time, use of a separate room, stop the clock rest breaks, use of specialist equipment - use of fidget toy, ear defender, use of a prompt etc) please contact Mrs Downs (aen@birchington.kent.sch.uk) by Friday 12th June. These arrangements must be something that is ‘normal classroom practice’.  If you are in any doubt about whether your child meet these criteria and you plan to register for the Kent Test, please do contact Mrs Downs as soon as possible and by Friday 12th June at the very latest. 
The school has to apply for these special arrangements, and our deadline is also Wednesday 1st July, (therefore before we know who has actually been registered) so it is essential that you have informed Mrs Downs by Friday 12th June as it is a lengthy process for her to do this. The sooner you send us any documents that we can use, that we do not have, the better. Please see the attached KCC guidance document on this.
When you apply you will be asked to tick a box informing KCC that you have spoken to the school – KCC won’t be telling us you have ticked this box – this is to remind you to tell us.

EHCP
If your child has an EHCP then you may still register them for the Kent Test.  However, the process for applying for secondary schools is completely different and Mrs Downs will be contacting you separately about this in the summer.

If you have any questions at all about the Kent Test, please do not hesitate to contact me.

I will give a video presentation to you all in September about the Secondary Schools application process (not relevant for children with an EHCP) and ensure you have all the information you require then. 

If you experience any issues whilst trying to register, please do email the online admissions team directly - kentonlineadmissions@kent.gov.uk
Kind regards
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Mr J Forwood

Deputy Headteacher


dht@birchington.kent.sch.uk 
