
 

 

RE Concepts, Knowledge, Skills & Progression Guide 

 

EYFS 

 

 EYFS YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 

Concepts & 
Big Question 

 
Understanding 

Christianity 
Units 

CREATION 
 

Why is the 
word God so 
important to 
Christians? 

 
 
 

GOD 
 

What do 

Christians believe 

that God is like? 

CREATION 
 

Who made the 

world? 

PEOPLE OF GOD 
 

What is it like to follow 
God? 

 

CREATION 
 

What do Christians  
learn from the  

Creation story? 

GOD 
 

What does it mean if 
God is loving and 

holy? 

CREATION 

 Creation and 

science: conflicting or 

complementary? 

INCARNATION 
 

Why do 
Christians 
perform 

Nativity plays 
at Christmas? 

 

INCARNATION 
 

Why does 
Christmas matter 

to Christians? 
 

SALVATION 
 

Why does Easter 
matter to 

Christians? 
 

INCARNATION 
 

What is the Trinity? 

INCARNATION 
 

 What is the Trinity? 

INCARNATION  
 

Was Jesus the 
Messiah? 

GOSPEL 
 

 What would Jesus 
do?  

 
INCARNATION (2 

LESSONS) 

NEW 
TESTAMENT 

STORIES 
 

Which stories 
are special and 

why? 

GOSPEL 
 

What is the good 
news that Jesus 

brings? 
 

 SALVATION 
 

Why do Christians call the 
day Jesus died ‘Good 

Friday’? 

GOSPEL 
  

What kind of a world 
did Jesus want? 

PEOPLE OF GOD  
 

How can following 
God bring freedom 

and justice? 

SALVATION 
  

What difference does 
the resurrection 

make for Christians? 

SALVATION 
 

Why do 
Christians put a 

cross in an 
Easter garden? 

SALVATION 
 

Why does Easter 
matter to 

Christians? 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 KINGDOM OF GOD 
 

 When Jesus left, what 
was the impact of 

Pentecost? 

SALVATION  
 

Why do Christians 
call the day Jesus 

died ‘Good Friday’? 

SALVATION 
  

What did Jesus do to 
save human beings? 

KINGDOM OF GOD 
  

What kind of king is 
Jesus 



 

 

World Faiths & 
Beliefs & 
Universal 

Units 

WORLD FAITH 
STORIES 

 
Which stories 

are special and 
why? 

JUDAISM 
 

Who is Jewish and 

what do they 

believe? 

ISLAM 
 

Who is a Muslim 

and what do they 

believe? 

SIKHI 

 
What is important for Sikh 

people? 
How do Sikh people 

worship and celebrate? 

HINDU DHARMA 
 

What does it mean 
to be  

a Hindu in Britain 
today? 

 

ISLAM  
 

What does it mean to 
be a Muslim in Britain 

today? 

UNIVERSAL 
 

What can be done to 
reduce racism? Can 

religion help? 

UNIVERSAL 
 
How should we 
care for others and 
why does it matter? 

UNIVERSAL 
  

Is it better to express 
your beliefs in arts 

and architecture or in 
charity and 
generosity? 

HUMANISM 
 

Who are Humanists 
& how do they live? 

  

 

 

Knowledge Building 

Blocks 

CREATION 
 

Why is the word God so 
important to Christians? 

 
 

INCARNATION 
 

Why do Christians perform 
Nativity plays at 

Christmas? 
 

NEW TESTAMENT 
STORIES 

 
Which stories are special 

and why? 

SALVATION 
 

Why do Christians put a 

cross in an Easter garden? 

WORLD FAITH STORIES 
 

Which stories are special and why? 

Christians believe that the 
word ‘God’ is important as the 
name of someone very 
important 
 
Christians believe that God is 
the Creator of the universe 
and all that is in it, including 
people and animals, 
 
Christians show that God is 
important to them in church 

Christians believe God 
came to Earth in human 
form as Jesus 
 
Christians believe that 
Jesus was a special baby 
because he came from 
God 
 
Christians believe Jesus 
came to show that all 

Christians believe Jesus 
taught about how people 
should live their lives  
 
Christians believe Jesus 
told parables 
Parables are special 
stories that have a 
message that teaches  
 
Christians more about God 
   

Christians remember how 
the crowds welcomed 
Jesus on Palm Sunday   
 
Christians remember the 
sadness of Jesus dying on 
Good Friday 
 
Christians remember the 
surprise and happiness of 
Easter Sunday because 
Jesus did not stay dead 

There are many different faiths 
 
Some stories are from different faiths 
 
These stories help teach and guide 
people in their lives 
 



 

 

when they gather together to 
pray to God and to sing his 
praise 
 
Christians are taught to 
respect God’s name and use it 
with love and care 
 
Christians believe that they 
should care for God’s world 
 

people are precious and 
special to God 
 
Christians find the nativity 
story in the Bible 

 

Christians perform nativity 

plays to help children 

remember story of the birth 

of Jesus 

 

Christians believe Jesus 
performed miracles which 
teach Christians more 
about who Jesus is and 
why he is special 

 

Christians use special 
symbols and have special 
customs connected to 
Jesus’ death and 
resurrection over the 
Easter period 
 

Christians believe that the 

cross is a very special 

symbol reminding them 

that they can be glad to 

have Jesus to help them to 

make a new start when 

they do things wrong 

 
 

End Points  Talk about how Christians 
believe God is important and 
why 
 
Name some ways Christians 
show that God is important to 
them 
 
Name some things Christians 
believe God created 
 
Talk about why Christians 
believe they should care for 
the world 

Retell the Nativity story 
 
Talk about the Nativity 
story and what it tells 
Christians 
 
Share why Christians 
believe Jesus was a 
special baby  

Retell at least two accounts 
of Jesus meeting different 
people 
 
Talk about the way Jesus 
taught about how people 
should live their lives.  
 
Talk about friendship and 
forgiveness in my own life  
Retell at least two parables 
that Jesus told. 
 
Talk about how parables 
are special stories that 
have a message that 
teaches Christians more 
about God.  
 
Talk about love and 
kindness in my own life  
 
Retell accounts of the 
miracles Jesus performed.  
And how miracles teach 
Christians more about who 
Jesus is and why he is 
special. 

Retell some key events of 
Holy Week 
 
Talk about how Christians 
may feel about the Easter 
story 
 
Explain why the cross is an 
important symbol to 
Christians 

Talk about how people in the world 
have different beliefs and faiths 
 
Talk about some stories that are 
special to people of different faiths 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEY VOCABULARY God 
Christian 
Create 
Creation 
 
 

God 
Jesus 
Nativity 
Birth 
Bethlehem 
Christian 
Christmas 

Bible 
God 
Jesus 
Parable 
Miracle 
Christian 
 

Salvation 
Easter 
Jesus 
Cross 
Palm Sunday 
Good Friday 
Easter Sunday 

Beliefs 
Faiths 
Christian 
Hindu 
Muslim 
Islam 
Sikh 
Jewish 
Stories 

SKILLS Expected 
 

Talk about … things, places, times, feelings, what people do.  
Think about … 

Recognise some … 
Identify some … 

Say what … 
Recall some simple stories 

Recall what happens 
Get to know and use appropriate words to talk about their thoughts and feelings 

Give examples linked to their own lives 
Share and record occasions when things have happened 

in their lives 

Exceeding 
 

Say why something is special 
Retell a simple story 


