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Helping at Home with
Literacy
The Early Learning Goal for Literacy in Year R is:Comprehension: Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary. Anticipate (where appropriate) key events in stories. Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role play
Reading: Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs. Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending. Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some common exception words

Writing: Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed. Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters. Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by other

[bookmark: _GoBack]To help our children achieve this, at Birchington Primary School, we follow the phonics programme ‘Read Write Inc’. Read Write Inc is a phonics resource validated by the Department for Education. It aims to support children learn to read fluently and at speed so they can focus on developing their skills in comprehension, vocabulary and spelling. This guide should give you some hints and tips on how to support your child’s phonetic knowledge at home.
Glossary of terms:
The children will be learning these terms at school:
Phoneme - The sounds. There are approximately 44 phonemes in English. Phonemes can be put together to make words.
Grapheme – The letters which represent the sounds. Graphemes can be made up from 1 letter s, a, t, 2 letters sh, ch, th, 3 letters ear, air or 4 letters ough.
Digraph - A grapheme containing two letters that makes just one sound.
Trigraph - A grapheme containing three letters that makes just one sound.
Oral Blending - This involves hearing phonemes (sounds) and being able to merge them together to make a word e.g. “c – a – t says cat.” Children need to develop this skill before they will be able to blend written words. 
Blending- This involves looking at a written word, looking at each grapheme (letter), saying each phoneme (sound) and then merging these together to make a word. This is the basis of reading.
Oral Segmenting - This is the act hearing a whole word and then splitting it up into the phonemes that make it. E.g. “Spoon has the sounds s – p – oo – n.” Children need to develop this skill before they will be able to segment words to spell them.
Segmenting - This involves hearing a word, splitting it up into the phonemes (sounds) that make it, work out which graphemes (letters) represent those phonemes and then writing those graphemes down in the right order. This is the basis of spelling.
‘Red’ Words – these are words which children cannot sound out and they just have to learn them by sight. For example, the, no, go, to, into, he, she, we, was, you. 
Phonics is important but it is not the only element of reading. Children should:
· use the pictures to help them  
· use punctuation to help make sense of what they are reading
· go back and read a word or sentence again if they don’t understand it
· read on to see if they can work out the meaning of a word they don’t know 
· ask and answer questions
What can I do at home?
[image: children-reading-clipart-28-collection-of-clipart-pictures-of-children- reading-high-free-clip-art - Los Viajeros Inn]We want our children to foster a love of reading so supporting this at home is key. To encourage your child to develop a pleasure in stories and texts try some of these hints and tips at home:
· Read everything! Menus, cook books, signs, magazines, fiction, non-fiction, cards etc
· Use reference books together to help answer your child’s questions – many children are fascinated by facts
· Sing and listen to nursery rhymes, songs and rhyming stories. Can your child spot the rhyming words? Can they find their own rhyming words?
· [image: Stories Clip Art - Royalty Free - GoGraph]Make up stories with your child and get involved in imaginative games together
· Talk about the story; the best part, the funniest character, guess what might happen next
· Play “Mummy says … put your hands on your h – ea - d”
· Help your child to listen to sounds in words in particular the first and last sound. Play games on journeys thinking of words that start with a chosen sound
· [image: Ear clip art free clipart images 3 - ClipartBarn]Play I-Spy (use the sound rather than the letter “I spy with my little eye something beginning with ssssss”)
· Play sound and listening games with your child
· Visit your local library
Useful websites:
· Parent guide to Read Write Inc. Phonics - Oxford Owl 
· Parents - Ruth Miskin Literacy
· https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/eyfs-listening-skills/zbc4y9q 
· https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/index.htm
· http://www.busythings.co.uk/
· https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/grownups/the-alphablocks-guide-to-phonics
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OcWbkbDx7pA 
· Alphablocks on CBeebies or YouTube 
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