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Helping at Home with
Number
The Early Learning Goal for Number in Year R is:Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the composition of each number. Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5. Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) number bonds up to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some number bonds to 10, including double facts.


Counting may seem as easy as one-two-three to us, but it’s a tricky skill for your child to learn. There are several stages they need to master in order to have a secure knowledge and understanding of number. This will prepare them well for Maths as they go through the school:

Number names: Children learn to rote count orally “one, two, three, four…” To support this stage sing lots of nursery rhymes with numbers in them (try some on this website: https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-counting-songs/zn67kmn) 
Books and stories that include numbers can help too. At story time make a point of counting the characters and the key items in the pictures. Some examples of books are: Goldilocks and the Three Bears, The Three Billy Goats Gruff, The Very Hungry Caterpillar.
It is a good idea to point out numbers that appear in everyday contexts such as on a clock, a telephone, on doors and money. This will help children to understand that numbers have a practical use, as well helping them to recognise written numbers. Many young children mishear the teen numbers such as thirteen and fourteen as thirty and forty, etc., so listen carefully and correct them if you hear this.

One-to-one correspondence: This means being able to match one object to one other object or person. You can practise 'one to one correspondence' in all sorts of different contexts. Practise counting out objects like counters, sweets, biscuits or toys. Model to your child and then encourage them to point to each object as they say the number name. Ask your child to guess how many objects there are before counting them together. It is important to build confidence through positive comments. Explain to them that the number they have counted is the amount, it is how many there are. This seems obvious to us as adults but this needs clear explanation and practice with children. 

Cardinal values: Children then begin learn that the amount stays the same no matter what the arrangement is or where they started counted. It doesn’t matter in which order they count the group in; the number stays the same, whether they start from the left, right, top or bottom. Constantly expose your children to counting in different contexts. You could muddle the toys/sweets up and ask them to count again. 
[image: C:\Users\t\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\30C18579.tmp]Subitising and estimating: Children are also developing the ability to subitise: to look at a small group of objects, randomly arranged, and tell how many are there without counting them out. Encourage children to estimate how many objects are in a group. Use different representations of number, such as dice patterns, to make estimating easier. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Forwards, backwards, fewer, more: By the end of Reception, most children have mastered the above stages, and are also learning about concepts like counting backwards, counting in sequence starting from a number other than one, and the ideas of fewer than, more than, higher than and lower than. Take advantage of everyday opportunities to use the language of maths. “There are five bananas in the bowl; are there enough for everyone in the family?” “We saw more ducks on the pond today than we did yesterday.” “Let’s share these raisins between us.”

Number Formation:
Although children do not need to correctly form their numbers by the end of Reception we encourage this throughout the year. Encourage your child to form numbers in the standard way. Bad habits can be difficult to break, so following our simple guide can help to prevent problems at a later stage 

Spots indicate the starting position of the pencil. The pencil should remain on the paper, following the arrows. For the numbers four and five, the pencil must be raised before completing the second part of each number. 
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