Section 2:

Scheme Of Work
Formation and the Order of
Teaching Letters
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Handwriting Teaching Order

Section A
i.l.e .t

The aim of this section is to give children experience joining letters, by
using letters which are the easiest form.

The pupil should be asked to repeat the same movement a number of
times, to encourage an easy flowing movement.

Points to Watch

1. All letters start from the line.

* Be sure that all letters rest on the line.

e One difficulty may be that the pupil produces ‘splayed’ i's and I's.
the upward stroke should be vertical, and should be retraced on
the downward stroke.

2. Differentiation between the X’ height and the “all’ letters.

e Handwriting paper with lines on should help you.

* Do not let the child start letters from the top, as they will have
difficulty in joining the letters.

e Dot i’s and t's after completing the word.

3. The pupils should specifically aim for a smooth, flowing movement.

e They may also be encouraged to speed up as they get more
confident.

e If a child has great problems, they must be helped by the
teacher/TA by ‘ghost writing’ the word a few times and letting the
child trace over the adult’s writing.

Later letter formation will rest on the movement pattéms which are
established here.



&










T RN
















Section B

c.a.d.g.q

The main teaching point of this section is that these letters all start from a
»well rounded ‘c’ shape, formed anti-clockwise.

Points to Watch

1. Children with unconventional habits of formation, in particular those
with ‘b’ ‘d’ reversal, may have some difficulty in correcting this.

. Encourage and help them to persevere.
2. The ‘q’ may cause some difficulty.
| ° Be sure to follow the tail through to the next letter.

3. The ‘g’ is presented with a lower loop to aid speed and fluency.

o It should be explained to the children that this is there for
convenience and should not be exaggerated.
e The loop should exit under the head of the ‘g’ at an

appropriate place for joining.

































Section C

b.h.p.k.
These letters start from the line and move on to a downward stroke.

Points to Watch

1. This may prove difficult for some pupils. If the ‘loop and leg’ are not
well established, the 'k’ will resemble a capital ‘R

2. The closed forms of ‘b’ and ‘d’ have been chosen, as the open style
of these letters can easily look like ‘u’ or ‘n’ if they are not formed
well.

The pupil should be asked to repeat the same movement a number of times to
encourage an easy flowing movement and well formed letters.
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Section D

Points to Watch

1. Both letters start from the line, leading to a downward stoke.

2. The mid stroke of the ‘m’ should reach the base line.












Section E

These letters are rather more complicated. The ‘o’ and r do not join to other
letters from the base line.

Points to Watch

1. Be sure that the children do not let their ‘s’ go too high up and produce
a letter that looks like a capital. '

e They should be helped to follow two distant changes in direction
in order to fit the letter into a smaller space and ensure that it is

‘X’ height.

2. ltis important to ensure that all children write the ‘o’ in an anti-
clockwise movement and end at the top of the letter.

3. Some pupils may be tempted to finish the ‘I too close to the base line,
discourage this. Practice with common words such as are, were, here,
etc. may help to correct this.
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Section F

u.v.w.y.j.f

Points to Watch

1. The 'v’ and ‘W’ are pointed, not curved.

» Some pupils might have difficulty in joining from the ‘v’ and ‘W’ to
the following letter, especially ‘e’ and ‘. they should be shown to
leave a small ‘peak’ or ‘tail’ to indicate where the v’ and ‘W’ end.

e The ‘'w and ‘v’ should not join from the base.

2. The T was chosen because it is fully joined and does not interfere with
flow. '
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Section G

Points to Watch

1. the X' is fully cursive and the pen should not leave the paper. The pupil
should retrace the lower half of the first curve to complete the next.
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