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September 2024

Dear Parents / Carers,
PHONICS & HOME READING
When your child was in Year R they started to follow the RWI phonics lessons and this is going to continue throughout Year 1. They were assessed at the end of Year R and RWI phonics is up and running in classrooms this week. 
A member of the Year 1 team will provide your child 2 reading books and a reading record on Monday 9th September. 
Books will be changed once a week and you will receive 2 books. One being a RWI book which is matched to your child’s coloured RWI level and another book from another scheme to broaden their exposure to reading books. We ask that you prioritise the RWI book and read it 3 times. The first time they read a new book, they are learning to read each word and start to develop fluency; the second time, they are developing their expression and storytelling voice and the third time they develop their reading comprehension. In order to develop their understanding, there are a couple of questions at the back of each book for you to discuss. If you are able to read the other book that is provided then this will provide extra reading practise for your child and will benefit their reading skills. 
Please ensure that you tick and date against which book was read in their Reading Log. 
How do we decide which book your child has?
[bookmark: _GoBack]The intention of the Read Write Inc scheme is that the reading, both in school and at home, is appropriately challenging. Further assessments will take place at the end of every half term. Based upon the results of these assessments, the book colour for your child may be changed. If we notice that your child is excelling at the work in class, and/or that they need more challenge, then we may change their book colour. 
Oxford Owl
Your child will be given a log in to Oxford Owl Online. On here there are a number of different e-books that your child can read at home.  You will need to select the colour book of the book your child brings home.  
As part of RWI phonics we focus on a reading book together which is matched to their RWI level colour groups. Once we have finished the book in school, they will be able to log in and read the book at home as an e-book.  There will also be a quiz to complete. We will let you know on the Home Learning sheet when there is an online book to read. If anyone has any trouble with accessing these resources, please let your child’s class teacher know. 
What happens after Read Write Inc? 
For those children who have completed the Read Write Inc scheme, they will move onto the higher stages of our existing reading scheme. This usually occurs during the second half of Year 2.  

Reading for Pleasure 
We are so fortunate to have access to a broad range of high-quality books in each class library. Each class will have access to a wide range of books to choose from to take home and change frequently. We will introduce this to the children during our Birchington Book Club session next week. It is important that children are immersed in books and are read to as well as listened to. Children benefit hugely from listening to family members read aloud to them. We want pupils to be exposed to picture books, wordless picture books, poetry, traditional tales, graphic novels, fiction and non-fiction. 
Your child’s teacher will be able to respond to questions about Read Write Inc during our parent/carer evenings, but in the meantime, if you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact either myself or your child’s class teacher.

Very best wishes,
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Mrs Gemma Barber
English Hub/Read Write Inc Lead
gemma.barber@birchington.kent.sch.uk
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