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TERM 3 : 2nd December - 13th February 2026 

BIRCHINGTON CE PRIMARY  
SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 

 NEED HELP OR ADVICE? 

If you are struggling financially or would like any support or advice, please       
contact Sarah Cooper our Parent Support Advisor on 07890 161150.  

You can also contact her via e-mail: flo@birchington.kent.sch.uk 

School Values: 

 Peace, Hope, Love, Forgiveness & Respect 

Learning and growing; 
Safe in God’s Love  

 

                                                            A MESSAGE FROM MRS WILSON 

As we approach the end of Term 3, we can hardly believe that we are already mid-way 
through the school year. As our Leadership Team walk around the school, visit classes, 
meet parents and carers and aƩend special celebraƟons, we are all incredibly proud of 
what is being achieved throughout the school. One of our most favourite Ɵmes of the 
week has to be CelebraƟon and Worship on a Friday morning where we all come together 
to celebrate each other’s and our own fantasƟc achievements. Nothing beats seeing 
children being recognised for all their hard work, their beaming smiles and those of their 
classmates who are so proud them. And it is not only achievements in the classroom that 
are celebrated – we have had a number of sporƟng successes this term along with our 
Enterprise acƟviƟes, trips into the local community and plenty of visitors to give as many 
opportuniƟes to the children as we can. We are excited as we look ahead to the rest of the 
year with lots of trips and visits planned, exciƟng topics, the old school buildings being 
demolished to make way for a brand new school building and the warmer (and hopefully 
drier) weather meaning we can make a start on redeveloping our forest area. We are 
grateful for all your support from home and wish you a very happy and healthy half term 
break. 
                                                                        Mrs Wilson 

 Our School Value word this week is:  

‘PEACE’ 
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Governor’s Update: Phil Morley (Parent 
Governor - CompuƟng) February 2026 

It’s now almost 2 years since I started my journey as a Parent Governor at Birchington Primary school. It’s been great to be 

part of the board and more involved in the school. As part of the school’s ongoing commitment to pupils’ wellbeing and 

digital literacy, Birchington Primary school conƟnue to ensure IT & CompuƟng are part of curricular acƟvity across the 

school. We have recently invested in new tablets for Y5 to ensure safe internet access is available to more students using 

the latest devices. The school conƟnues to promote online safety, and were excited to have acƟviƟes running on ‘Safer 

Internet Day’ which was on Tuesday 10th February 2026 where lessons were focused on helping pupils understand AI 

safely and responsibly. These resources complement the compuƟng curriculum and support children in becoming safe, 

confident, digital users.  

BBC Bitesize website contains a useful resource of advice and guides for Parents                                                                                        
hƩps://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/parents 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reminder - apps parents should be aware of 

Many apps popular with young people come with hidden risks, ranging from privacy issues to exposure to inappropriate 

content. In 2025–26, online safety organisaƟons highlighted apps such as TikTok, Snapchat, Discord, Roblox, Instagram, 

Kik as posing concerns due to disappearing messages, unmoderated chats, locaƟon sharing, and access by strangers. We 

encourage families to regularly check devices, apps, review privacy seƫngs, and have open conversaƟons with children 

across the year groups about safe online behaviour. All of these apps have a minimum age of 13, so children at primary 

school should not be using them. 

Together, we can ensure Birchington pupils learn to enjoy technology safely, responsibly and confidently.                
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Safer Internet Day 2026 was 
marked with enthusiasm and 
thoughtful discussion across 
Birchington, as pupils and staff 
came together to reflect on 
how we can all use the online 
world safely, responsibly and 
respectfully.  
 

Safer Internet Day is an international event celebrated each year to 
promote the safe and positive use of digital technology, particularly 
for children and young people. This yearÕs focus centred on 
understanding emerging technologies, especially artificial 
intelligence, and thinking carefully about how these powerful tools 
can be used in responsible, ethical and informed ways. The theme 
encouraged children to question what they see online, consider the 
impact of technology on others, and recognise that their choices play 
an important role in keeping the internet a safe space for everyone. 
 

We began the day with a Safer Internet Day themed Collective 
Worship, which was both practised and confidently delivered by our 
KS2 Online Safety Representatives. They spoke clearly about the 
importance of making smart choices with AI, treating others with 
kindness, and knowing where to seek help if something does not feel 
right. Their leadership set a positive and reflective tone for the rest 
of the day and was a real credit to their commitment to promoting 
online safety throughout the school. 
 

For the remainder of the morning, children from across the school 
took part in a range of engaging activities designed to broaden their 
understanding of artificial intelligence, with a particular focus on 
responsible use. Pupils were presented with a variety of real-life 
scenarios involving AI and worked together to decide whether each 
example showed a good use of AI, a bad use, or whether the answer 
depended on finer details. 

Continued 
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These discussions encouraged critical thinking, thoughtful debate 
and an understanding that technology is not simply “good” or “bad”, 
but must be used carefully and with clear purpose. 
Key Stage 2 pupils also participated in a BBC Live Lesson, which 
explored the careful decisions involved in responsible AI design. 
Children learned about the importance of selecting reliable, accurate 
and unbiased training data, as well as how system prompts can be 
written to prevent ‘badÕ AI behaviour. During the lesson, pupils even 
worked together to help programme an actual AI chatbot, which 
simulated a conversation with a critically endangered Hooded 
Vulture. This exciting activity helped bring the learning to life and 
showed how AI can be used positively to educate and raise 
awareness about important global issues. 
 
In addition, Year 6 pupils were visited 
by PCSO Nathan Prentice from Kent 
Police, who spoke to them about online 
safety and the legal implications of 
misusing AI and digital technologies. 
This session provided a valuable real-
world perspective and helped pupils 
understand that their actions online can 
have serious consequences, both for 
themselves and for others. 
 
Overall, everybody had a very informative morning filled with 
discussion, curiosity and learning. Our Computing Governor, Phil 
Morley, and Miss Kirkpatrick had a wonderful morning touring the 
school and seeing all the fantastic work that was taking place. Safer 
Internet Day 2026 was a great success at Birchington and 
reinforced our shared commitment to helping children become 
confident, responsible and thoughtful digital citizens. 
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Every Friday after school (weather permitting) we will be 
holding a pre-owned uniform sale outside the Oasis. All 
items are £1 - cash only please, and all money raised will 
go straight back into school to directly benefit your   
children. 

                       Your continued support is greatly appreciated. 

                        ROAD SAFETY 
 

When crossing the road outside the school, please take 
extra care as there are a large number of parked cars 
which can cause an obstruction to your     
vision.  

The safest place to cross is with Mr Drew. 
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Please be considerate and mindful of others when 
parking outside the school and surrounding areas. 
Several residents have been blocked in, vehicles 
have been damaged and cars are driving very fast. 

Many thanks 
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          Extended Day Provision 

We are happy to advise you that our after 
school provision times have been extended. 
We now offer care from 3:20pm to either 
4:30pm or 5:50pm. The cost of these          

sessions are £6 for the short session and £10 
for the longer (light tea included). If you would 
like to take advantage of this service, please 
contact the school office and a booking link 
will be sent to you. 

      A MESSAGE FROM MORGAN SINDALL  

            BUILDING CONTRACTORS 

"Works are progressing well on our side of the hoarding, with 
several key acƟviƟes now underway. Nearer to our site      

offices, we have begun the installaƟon of the ground source heat pump system with-
in the exisƟng car park. This involves drilling nine boreholes, each reaching a depth 
of 224 metres. Once complete, these boreholes will contain a closed-loop network 
of pipes that circulate fluid deep underground, capturing the earth’s natural heat. 
This renewable energy will then be transferred into the  building’s heaƟng system, 
significantly improving energy efficiency and helping to   reduce the overall carbon 
footprint of the project.  
 

In addiƟon to the groundworks, our demoliƟon contractor will be preparing the 
Quex and Crispe building for structural demoliƟon. Over the coming weeks, they will 
carry out soŌ strip demoliƟon, carefully removing non structural elements such as 
internal fixtures, ceilings and parƟƟons. This essenƟal stage ensures the structure is 
safe, clear, and ready for the main demoliƟon phase to begin." 

We will be talking to the children about our 
new build project during assemblies on the 
26th & 27th February. 

MaƩ Lilley 

ApprenƟce Site Manager 
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Birchington CoE Primary PTA is a member of easyfundraising- hƩps://www.easyfundraising.org.uk 
 

When you shop online with parƟcipaƟng retailers (currently 8000+), easyfundraising donate part (%) of what you 
spend to Birchington C of E Primary PTA.   Whether you shop on your phone, laptop or tablet we (PTA) can earn 
free cashback donaƟons. This would bring in more funding for the PTA and allow them to pay for more resources 
and wish list items that the school and children really need.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easyfundraising is very easy to set up and use.   

The retailer just needs to know you are an easyfundraiser to give a donaƟon and they know this if you visit them 
via the easyfundraising website (stated above), app or donaƟon reminder. 

Funds raised in December 

Christmas bauble compeƟƟon £27.00 

Christmas Fayre £2499.05 

 

 

 

 

 

What the PTA paid for in 2025 (wish list) 

School minibusses £2000 

Year 6 Parent/Carer celebraƟon                                                                         

Art materials £50—for all years £350 in total 

                                                       3 electronic reading pens for children with Dyslexia £180 

                                                       Pantomime £725 

                                                       Christmas crackers for Christmas lunch £200 

Lots more items to be paid for in 2026 ! 
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What a busy term……. 
 

This term we welcomed Dolly back from maternity leave. She was 
so happy to be back and all the children and staff were so 
pleased to see her. 
 

 

The builders have now constructed the hoarding around 
our old buildings with viewing domes ready for when they 
are demolished. 

 
Our Year 6 football team represented our school in yet 
another exciting game. It was a very close fought match. 
Unfortunately they lost this time  2-0 with two 
unstoppable shots. Well done Team Birchington ! 
 

 

Ten of our Year 5 children visited Highfields Residential Home 
to make memory bracelets with the residents. Both the children 
and residents had a wonderful afternoon. What a lovely thing to 
be part of. 

 
A magician visited our Year 6 pupils as part of their English hook 
lesson. The children were completely wowed by the impressive 
tricks performed, and were inspired to then go on to write some 
amazing pieces of work.  

 

Seven of our Year 3 & 4 pupils took part in a Change 4 Life 
festival at Garlinge Primary School. They took part in a variety of 
sports evens including Tri golf, archery, Boccia and an obstacle 
course. The did so well and came away with an amazing  8 
medals. A huge well done to you all ! 

 

On Tuesday 10th February, nine of our Year 1 and 2 
children attended a Tri-Golf Skills Festival at the Ursuline 
College. Many of the children had not played golf before, 
however, after 8 different activities you would not have 
known it. They had such a lot of fun, loved representing 
the school and looked great in our new sports kits. 
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                      LUNCH BOX TIPS 

It is so important that your child has a healthy 
lunch. Not only for healthy body but healthy mind 
also. Please see the useful hints & tips below. 
 

 

Base the main lunchbox item on foods like bread, rice, pasta and 
potatoes. Chose wholegrain where you can. 

 

Keep a small selection of different types of bread in the freezer so 
you have a variety of options - like bagels, pittas, granary, 
wholemeal and multigrain. 

 

Wraps and pots of fillings can be exciting for children when they 
can make them. Dipping foods are also fun and a nice change 
from a sandwich each day. 

 

Pick lower fat fillings such as lean meats, fish, low fat spread, 
reduced fat cream cheese/hard cheese. Try to avoid using 
mayonnaise in sandwiches. 

 

Cherry tomatoes, sticks of carrot, cucumber, celery and pepper 
all count towards their ‘5 a day’. Adding a small pot of hummus 
or dips may encourage children to eat veg.  

 

Try chopped apple, peeled satsuma segments, strawberries, 
halved grapes or melon slices to make it easier to eat. Add a 
squeeze of lemon to stop the fruit from going brown. 

 

Swap cakes, chocolate, cereal bars and biscuits for malt loaf, fruit 
breads or fruit (fresh, dried or tinned - in juice not syrup. 

 

Get your kids involved in preparing and choosing what goes in 
their lunchbox. They are more likely to eat it if they have helped 
to make it. 

 

Taken from the Eatwell Guide 
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09/01/2026 

Eshan (Cha), Loƫe (Exp), Dennis (1BC), Ryan (1J), Noah (2D), Myla C (2H), 
Fleur (3C),        Alfie (3P),   Alba (4A),   Bea (4H), Marty (5E), Haƫe B (5U),      

Oscar (6A), Ellis (6K), Alyssa (6W) 

16/01/2026 

Jacob (Cha), AusƟn (Exp), Grace (1BC), Belle (1J), Ronnie G (2D),                       
Ellie-Ann (2H), Daisy (3C), Elizabeth (3P), Sydney (4A), Mason (4H),             
Phoebe O (5E), MaƟlda (5U), KaƟe (6A), Oscar (6K), Lily-Mae (6W)  

23/01/2026 

Bonnie (Cha), Ruben (Exp), Poppy S (1BC), MaƩhew (1J), Emmy (2D),         
Loƫe C (2H), Megan (3C), Connie (3P), Ethan (4A), Olivia (4H), Zara (5E),       

Aliyah (5U), Florence (6A), Ali (6K), Joshua (6W) 

30/01/2026 

Holly (Cha), Margo (Exp), Isla (1BC), Poppy (1J), Skyla (2D), Ivy (2H),            
Charlie (3C), Ava (3P), Darcie (4A), Louie (4H), Evie (5E), Rosie (5U), Grace (6A), 

Leo B-D (6K), KaƟe (6W) 

06/02/2026 

Bobbie (Cha), Tommy M (Exp), Finn (1BC), Emilia (1J), Gabriella (2D),                 
Armarnie (2H), Emily (3C), Regan (3P), Harrison (4A), Ivy (4H), Bailey (5E),      

Brook (5U), Lucy (6A), Seth (6K), Katherine (6W) 

13/02/2026 

Albie (Cha), Hugo (Exp), Poppy O (1BC), Alfie L (1J), Isaac (2D), Isabel (2H), 
Ronnie (3C), Marley (3P), William (4A), Elliot (4H), Iva (5E), Archie (5U),      

Louie (6A), Lillie (6K), Isla (6W) 

CONGRATULATIONS ! 
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09/01/2026 

Ivy (Cha), Delilah (Exp), Greyson (1BC), Penny (1J), Eddie (2D), Emily (2H), Noah (3C), Freddie (3P),            
William (4A), Mercedes (4H), Evie (5E), Bella (5U), Alba (6A), Maeve (6K), Mrs Morris (6W) 

16/01/2026 

Harry (Cha), Rory (Exp), Isla (1BC), Maddox (1J), Zubair (2D), Alex (2H), Imogen (3C), Kaleb (3P),                  
Harrison (4A), Phoebe (4H), Harrison (5E), Archie (5U), Lana (6A), Miran (6K), Noah (6W) 

23/01/2026 

Rohan (Cha), Tommie R (Exp), Samay (1BC), Morgan (1J), Betsy (2D), Tommy (2H), Olivia (3C),   
Monica (3P), Ruby (4A), Harriet (4H), Henry (5E), Lucy (5U), KaƟe (6A), Seth (6K), Fathima (6W) 

30/01/2026 

Freddie (Cha), Connie (Exp), Ada (1BC), Arthur (1J), Freddy (2D), Isobel (2H), Eden (3C), Siana (3P),             
Harrison (4A), Havin (4H), Sienna F (5E), Darcie (5U), Finley (6A), Ellis (6K), Ellie-May (6W) 

06/02/2026 

Maisie (Cha), Oscar (Exp), Oscar (1BC), Jacob (1J), Torin (2D), Logan (2H), Zara (3C), Olivia (3P),                    
Oscar M (4A), Everley  (4H), Grace D (5E), Charlee (5U), Felix (6A), Poppy D (6K), Lacey (6W) 

13/02/2026 

Elliya (Cha), Finley  M (Exp), Grace (1BC), Jasper (1J), Class 2D, Sophia (2H), Charlie (3C),             
Emily (3P), Louie (4A), Jaxson (4H), Florence (5E), Willow (5E), KaƟe (6A), Amelia (6K),               

Baillie (6W) 
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09/01/2026 - PEACE 

Elsie (Cha), Margo (Exp), Evie (1BC), Georgia (1J), Skyla (2D), Yuna (2H), Aoife (3C), Emily (3P),         
Oscar M (4A), Louie (4H), Cody (5E), Rosie (5U), Dylan (6A), Leo B-D (6K), Sharayah (6W) 

16/01/2026 - LOVE 

Jesse (Cha), Wayne (Exp), Betsy (1BC), Jasper (1J), Zubair (2D), Logan (2H), Alyssia (3C),         
Rosie (3P), Jack (4A), Oliver (4H), Phoebe J (5E), Mia (5U), Elsie (6A), Lillie (6K), Pippa, KaƟe, 

Alfie, Jasmine (6W) 

23/01/2026 - RESPECT 

Lou (Cha), Uzair (Exp), Grace (1BC), Evelyn (1J), Josiah (2D), SebasƟan (2H), Issy (3C),             
Regan (3P),     Lily (4A), Darwin (4H), Oliver (5E), Charlee (5U), Grace (6A), Reggie (6K), Baillie 

(6W) 

30/01/2026 - FORGIVENESS 

MonƟ (Cha), Daisy (Exp), Bailey (1BC), Sophie (1J), Emmy (2D), Ellie-Ann (2H), Posy (3C),      
Shay (3P), Zachary (4A), Havin (4H), Zara (5E), Stephen (5U), Lana (6A), Michael (6K),             

MaƟlda (6W) 

06/02/2026 - HOPE 

River (Cha), Delilah (Exp), Reginald (1BC), Rosie (1J), Freddy (2D), Alice (2H), Ayden (3C),      
Evie (3P), Roman (4A), James (4H), Iva (5E), Willow (5U), Marcellous (6A), Evie (6K), Sophia 

(6W) 

13/02/2026 - PEACE 

Jaxxon (Cha), Darcy (Exp), Dennis (1BC), Penny (1J), Ronnie G (2D), Ivy (2H), Freddie (3C), 
Chase (3P), Ethan (4A), Isabelle (4H), Leila (5E), Lucy (5U), Millie (6A), Poppy D (6K), Alfie (6W) 

 

WELL DONE TO YOU ALL 
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Each week, a Reading Champion will be announced for each Phase. The Reading  
Champions are nominated by a member of staff for their hard work, passion of 
and improvement in Reading.  As a reward,  the winners are allowed to take home 
one of the school’s three Reading Racoons for the weekend ! 

 
09/01/2026 

Lower Phase : Jasper (1J), Middle Phase :  Rishi (3C) and Upper Phase : Eliza-Belle (5E) 

 

16/01/2026 

Lower Phase : Margo (Exp), Middle Phase : Torin (2D) and Upper Phase : Lillie (6K) 

 

23/01/2026 

Lower Phase : Huda (Cha), Middle Phase : Emily (3P) and Upper Phase : Jaxson (4H)   

 

30/01/2026 

Lower Phase : Poppy (1J), Middle Phase : Isaac (3C) and Upper Phase : Phoebe J (5E) 

 

06/02/2026 

Lower Phase : Penny (1J), Middle Phase :  Alfie (3P) and Upper Phase : Ruby (4A) 

 

13/02/2026 

As it’s the end of Term 3, the reading racoons will be having a rest at school.  
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Times Tables Rock Stars 

Each week, Key Stage 2 have a battle 
on Times Tables Rock Stars which runs 
from Tuesday to Wednesday. The    
children with the most points are our 
champions ! The  results are as follows 
for class champion and runner up:- 

 

09/01/2026 - Rishi & Tanisha (3C), Elizabeth & Connie (3P), Reggie (4A),               
Jack & Ivy (4H), Zara-Rose & Saoirse (5E), Willow & Casey (5U), Michael & Leo B-D 
(6K), Noah & Pippa (6W) 

16/01/2026 - Rishi & Lexi (3C), Pippa & Olivia (3P), Reggie & Archie (4A),               
Jack & Ivy (4H), Noah & Harrison (5E), Willow & Leo (5U), Jude & Alba (6A),             
Kerry & Leo B-D (6K), Isla & Katherine (6W) 

23/01/2026 - Rishi & Georgia (3C), Evie & Olivia (3P), Reggie & Archie (4A), Jack & Ivy 
(4H), Harrison & Pepper (5E), Willow & Leo (5U), Jude & Lucy (6A), Leo B-D & Scarlett 
(6K), Isla & Reggie (6W) 

30/01/2026 - Elizabeth & Sachin (3P), Reggie (4A), Jack & Ivy (4H), Isaac & Noah 
(5E), Willow & Casey (5U), Katie & Amelia-Jane (6A), Poppy F-C & Leo P (6K),            
Isla & Reginald (6W) 

06/02/2026 - Rishi & Ayden (3C), Siana & Elizabeth (3P), Reggie & Zachary (4A),               
Jack & Ivy (4H), Aurelia & Sienna (5E), Willow & Sonnie (5U), Grace & Calvin (6A),    
Leo B-D & Amelia (6K),  Katie & Isla (6W) 

 WINNING CLASS - 3C 

13/02/2026 - Millie (2D), Isla (2H), Elizabeth & Olivia (3P), 
Rishiva & Ayden (3P),    Reggie & Sydney (4A), Jack & Ivy 
(4H), Grace H & Harrison (5E), Sonnie & Willow (5U),    
Grace & Harvey (6A), Maeve & Reginald (6K), Jasmine & 
Baillie (6W)  

WINNING CLASS - 5U 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU ALL ! 
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 ACADEMIC YEAR 2025-2026 

 

Term 3 - Monday 5th January to Friday 13th February 

Friday 13th February - Last day of Term 3 

Monday 16th to Friday 20th February - Holiday 

 

Term 4 - Monday 23rd February to Thursday 2nd April 

Wednesday 25th February - Young Voices 02 Arena 

Tuesday 3rd March - Formal Parents Evening (3:40pm to 7:30pm) 

Wednesday 4th March - Formal Parents Evening (3:40pm to 5:30pm) 

Thursday 5th March - World Book Day and Formal Parents Evening for 1BC 

Thursday 19th March - Family Together Worship 

Monday 23rd March - Year 5 church visit - ACTS Easter Cracked 

Friday 27th March - Red Nose Day 

Tuesday 31st March - Rock Steady Easter Concert (10:00am) 

Thursday 2nd April - Year 5 Easter Service at Church (2:00pm) and EYFS 
Come and See (3:00pm) 

 

Term 5 - Monday 20th April to Friday 22nd May 

Thursday 23rd April - St George’s Day at Church Years R - 2 

Monday 4th May - May Bank Holiday (School Closed) 

Monday 11th to Thursday 14th May - Year 6 SATs 

Thursday 21st May - Pentecost at Church Years 5 and 6 
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ACADEMIC YEAR 2025-2026 

 

    Term 6 - Monday 1st June to Tuesday 21st July 

Monday 1st June - Friday 12th June - Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check 

Wednesday 3rd & Thursday 4th June - School Photos 

Monday 8th June - Friday 12th June - Year 1 Phonics Screening 

Friday 12th June - Geography Day 

Tuesday 16th June - EYFS & Year 1 Sports Day (am) 

Wednesday 17th June - Years 4 to 6 Sports Day (am) &  

World Music Day 

Thursday 18th June - Years 2 & 3 Sports Day (am) 

Monday 22nd June - Friday 3rd July - Year 6 Challenge & Celebration Weeks 

Tuesday 23rd June - New Entrants’ Meeting 

Friday 26th June - Teddy Bears’ Picnic 

Monday 29th June - Art Day 

Tuesday 30th June - Rock Steady Summer Music Concert 

Thursday 2nd July - Transition Day &  

Rising 5’s (New Year R children) - 9:30am & 1:30pm 

Tuesday 7th July - Summer Music Concert 

Thursday 9th July - Rising 5s 9:30am & 1:30pm 

Tuesday 21st July - Year 6 Leavers’ Service at Church 11:00am 

Tuesday 21st July—Last day of Term 6 & Academic Year 
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